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Film Summary

 The story begins with a writer who visits Piscine Molitor 
Patel, while he resides in Canada. The writer was sent by a 
family friend, Mamaji, who was considered an uncle and the 
source of Pi’s full name. The writer requests that Pi tells him 
his story; a story that will make him believe in god. 
 Pi’s story begins with his life in Pondicherry, India where 
he was born and raised. As we get background information 
about Pi, the camera pans through scenes of his homeland 
filled with vivid greens, yellows, and oranges. These colors 
along with the strong focus on nature help us draw a 
connection between Pi and his home. Pi explains that his 
family owned the animals in the city zoo. 
 We are then introduced to religion which will play a 
significant role in the film. Pi mentions he was born into the 
Hindu religion and was later introduced to Christianity and 
Islam. Pi is fascinated with religion and practices all three. 
As Pi’s religious background unfolds, the film shows Pi in 
multiple religious settings depicting hues of blue, yellow, and 
green. This all serves as a prologue to provide background 
information to Pi’s journey, and the corresponding color 
palettes tied to those experiences. 
 We then learn that Pi’s father makes the decision to 
move to Canada where they can sell the animals and have a 
new beginning. On the way to Canada, in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, tragedy occurs as a storm sinks the Japanese 
Freight Pi and his family are on. The only survivors are a tiger 
named Richard Parker and Pi. The bulk of the story details Pi 
surviving 227 days on a lifeboat with Richard Parker. During 
this journey, is when we see the particular color palette and 
the affect it has on each scene. 



Color Palette Blues 

While analyzing the use of the blues throughout the scenes we see symbolization of faith, wisdom, confidence and stability. 

When Pi discovers Christianity he is not afraid to learn more and embrace a new religion. The blue interior represents the traits 
conveyed in this scene.

In the scene below as Pi begins his attempt to survive he finds himself taking in his surroundings. Nearly every object in this 
scene is a shade of blue. This indicates how much wiser, and braver he will have to be to surpass this chapter in his life. This 
can also be viewed as a link to his outlook on religion.  Even tough he is uncertain and is facing something unfamiliar he has 
faith and doesn’t lose hope.



Color Palette Yellows to Reds 
The colors in these scenes depict a variety of moods and 
emotions, ranging from warmth and safety to possible peril.

The intense red inside of the boat represents the constant 
threat at hand. Both the tiger and the raging ocean kept Pi on 
alert at all times.

The yellow in the sun represent optimism and new 
beginnings. Every morning brought a new opportunity to find 
land, food, or resources.
 The bright yellows and greens visible in the scene with Pi’s 

mother represent the same feelings of warmth and comfort that 
the sun brings in the form of oranges and yellows while Pi is 
stranded.

Pi expresses similar emotions when talking about his interest in 
Islam and the inner peace that it brings.  This connection to Pi’s 
faith shows that his “inner peace“ was essential when he was 
surrounded by anything but peace. He was able to stay sane in 
the most trying of moments.



Color Palette Greens
In the movie, green continuously symbolizes life. During the 
introduction, when Pi’s family was still alive, his surroundings 
were filled with vibrant green tones. 

The first time green is presented after the tragedy is when he 
comes across the island. The abundance of green signifies the 
capacity to support life.

The Island is able to provide life for both Richard Parker and Pi in 
the form of water, small animals, and edible plant life.

The scene to the left shows the island glowing a bright green color  
as it comes alive and feeds. Adding to the connection between life 
and the color green.

The green, visible in both Pi’s homeland and the island, is 
representative of a strong emotional feeling of safety.



Conclusion
Life of Pi provides visuals that are both stunning and entertaining. More impressive than that, is the details the visuals are 
able to add the story. In a movie with only 1 character for the majority of the time, the use of colors assists in providing 
details that would have been awkward if provided by means of a 1 person dialogue. Pi’s dialogue provides you with an insight 
to his thought process on his journey, while the visuals and display of colors allow you to experience the emotional side of 
the spectrum. Beyond emotions, the mood for each scene is set using a specific color palette; whether it be a warm and 
encouraging morning, a gloomy day with a bleak outlook, or a bright green island giving the viewer a feeling of hope for both 
Pi and Richard Parker’s lives. The color palettes maintained a sense of energy, guiding you through Pi’s highs and lows. There 
is a scene where both Pi and Richard parker find themselves staring into the ocean, marveling at what they see. Watching the 
movie, you can’t help but to get stuck doing that yourself. The moments in awe combined with the raw emotion the scenes fill 
you with makes Life of Pi a truly unique experience.


